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8th February 2019 
 
 

Dear Department of Planning and Environment,  
 

 

RE: GREATER MACARTHUR 2040 PLAN – A KOALA EXTINCTION PLAN ?! 
 
The Greater Macarthur – Campbelltown area in south-western Sydney contains the only 
population of koalas listed in NSW by McAlpine et. al. (2015) to be growing1 at numbers 
possibly around 500 now (OEH 2018) and could be the only chlamydia free colony in Australia. 
From a scientific, ecological, community and tourist perspective, the koalas of Campbelltown 
are priceless.  
 
Few, if any, other major urban areas on earth can claim to support a species as globally 
recognised and valued as the koala. However, their long-term survival is being directly 
threatened by the level and speed of urbanisation projected for the Campbelltown and the 
Greater Macarthur area. The NSW Government’s proposed Greater Macarthur Priority Growth 
Area is projected to deliver 33,000 new homes on land that includes important koala corridors. 
Yet, Macarthur is unique as it is the shortest and most northern koala corridor between the 
Georges and Nepean Rivers 
 
The plan’s rhetoric on biodiversity appears credible there is provision for a Cumberland Plain 
Conservation Plan to first establish a Biodiversity Framework into which residential 
subdivisions may fit, this could be similar to such a concept proposed by Ecological in their 
2017 Biodiversity Study or Biolink in their 2018 Koala Corridor Project.  
 
However it appears by the actions of the Department of Planning and the Environment (DPE) 
and the Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) that they have already decided that Koalas and 
Residences don’t mix. The conclusion therefore should be that ‘subdivisions’ are thus 
inappropriate, not that Koalas are inappropriate ! 
 
No Residential Zonings until a Conservation Plan is in place 
 
The DPE has already rezoned Koala habitat and corridors at Menangle Park, Gilead and 
South-East Wilton in Greater Macarthur without a Biodiversity Framework. The piecemeal 
rezoning of Greater Macarthur ensures the slow eradication of Koalas in this area, and their 
local extinction. 
 
No major roads through Koala corridors or habitat, and if so appropriate cross-overs 
to ensure their connectivity.  
 
RMS is proposing a new major road through the middle of Greater Macarthur with  three new 
major cross roads. If these roads follow Appin roads proposed upgrade, Macarthur will 
become hopelessly fragmented. At Appin the RMS have already singularly decided (against 

                                                      
1 McAlpine et. al. 2015. Conserving koalas: A review of the contrasting regional trends, outlooks and policy challenges. Biological Conservation 

192 226-236. 



expert advice6) to run Koala exclusion fencing the length of Appin road to Appin without any 
east-west crossovers - this will empty the Koala habitat west of Appin road of Koalas and 
make existing Koala Biobanking credits west of Appin road such as ‘Beulah’ and the one 
proposed by Lendlease at West Appin, redundant.  
 
The cost will be the long term survival of the Campbelltown Chlamydia free Koala colony, as: 

1. It will accelerate contact with the Chlamydia infected areas further south in the 
Southern Highlands.  

2. There will be no east-west escapes/exits for Koalas in case of a large fire or other 
Koala threats emanating from the Holsworthy Army Base.  

3. It dramatically reduces the options for Koala movements and funnels them into one 
super koala highway that could face any number of unforeseen blockages, obstacles, 
complications – certain to increase Koala stressors a cause of Chlamydia.  

 
Wildlife corridors like human corridors need numerous and multiscaled avenues to provide 
resilience, as seen in the existing blue corridors illustrated below. Translocating Koalas is not 
a solution to a fragmenting landscape. 
 

 

 
 
 
The exclusion 
fence shown 
dotted will remove 
Koala habitability 
and connectivity 
from the light blue 
and pink areas. 
The top light blue 
area ‘secondary 
corridor’ is 
Noorumba reserve  
connecting into 
Menangle Creek. 
The next light blue 
area down is 
Beulah connecting 
into Woodhouse 
Creek. The next 
light blue area 
down is Mallaty - 
Ousedale Creek. 
All these creeks 
will be sterilized 
not only of Koalas 
but other terrestrial 
wildlife such as 
macropods and 
possibly gliders.  

 
 

 

                                                      
6 Koala Corridor Project Campbelltown City Council & Wollondilly Local Government Areas: Greater Macarthur Growth Area. - Report to 

NSW Office of Environment & Heritage  
Biolink - October 2018 



The Total Environment Centre is also very concerned about the impact on Water/Sewerage 
and Heritage within Greater Macarthur being glossed over. Macarthur is sensitively located 
near the headwaters of both the Nepean and the George’s River run, thus any development 
here will affect many communities downstream both in terms of run-off and sewerage. 
Macarthur too, still has remaining intact colonial landscapes, and with the surrounding 
Homesteads and farms one of Australia’s most historically significant ‘Frontier War’ 
landscapes. How are these water setbacks and Heritage curtilages being prioritized over 
subdivision plans ?  
 
 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Saul Deane  
Urban Sustainability Campaigner. 
Executive Director                                              
 


